
 
 

Registration and Licensing	
I. Republic Act No. 9173, otherwise known as "THE PHILIPPINE NURSING ACT 

OF 1991" under Article IV Licensure Examination and Registration states: 

Permanent Registration: 

Section 12. Licensure Examination. - All applicants for license to practice nursing shall 
be required to pass a written examination, which shall be given by the Board in such 
places and dates as may be designated by the Commission: Provided, That it shall be in 
accordance with Republic Act No. 8981, otherwise known as the "PRC Modernization 
Act of 2000." 

Section 13. Qualifications for Admission to the Licensure Examination. - In order 
to be admitted to the examination for nurses, an applicant must, at the time of filing 
his/her application, establish to the satisfaction of the Board that: 

(a) He/she is a citizen of the Philippines, or a citizen or subject of a country which permits 
Filipino nurses to practice within its territorial limits on the same basis as the subject or 
citizen of such country: Provided, That the requirements for the registration or licensing 
of nurses in said country are substantially the same as those prescribed in this Act; 

(b) He/she is of good moral character; and 

(c) He/she is a holder of a Bachelor's Degree in Nursing from a college or university that 
complies with the standards of nursing education duly recognized by the proper 
government agency. 

Section 20. Registration by Reciprocity. - A certificate of registration/professional 
license may be issued without examination to nurses registered under the laws of a 
foreign state or country: Provided, That the requirements for registration or licensing of 
nurses in said country are substantially the same as those prescribed under this Act: 
Provided, further, That the laws of such state or country grant the same privileges to 
registered nurses of the Philippines on the same basis as the subjects or citizens of such 
foreign state or country. 

Temporary Registration: 

Section 21. Practice Through Special/Temporary Permit. - A special/temporary 
permit may be issued by the Board to the following persons subject to the approval of 
the Commission and upon payment of the prescribed fees: 

(a) Licensed nurses from foreign countries/states whose service are either for a fee or 
free if they are internationally well-known specialists or outstanding experts in any branch 
or specialty of nursing; 



(b) Licensed nurses from foreign countries/states on medical mission whose services 
shall be free in a particular hospital, center or clinic; and 

(c) Licensed nurses from foreign countries/states employed by schools/colleges of 
nursing as exchange professors in a branch or specialty of nursing; 

Provided, however, That the special/temporary permit shall be effective only for the 
duration of the project, medical mission or employment contract. 

II. Republic Act No. 8981, otherwise known as “AN ACT MODERNIZING THE 
PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE 
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE, 
ENTITLED "CREATING THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION AND 
PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS," AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 
states: 

Section 7 (j). Provides that foreign professionals engaged for a limited period of time 
may be granted Special Temporary Permits upon compliance with the prescribed 
requirements under PRC Resolution No. 2012-668, Series of 2012. 

III. PRC Resolution No. 2012-668  

Memorandum Order No. 2013-06  

Resolution No. 2016-41  
	


